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Abstracts
Mechanisms of conflict and dispute resolution in Ancient Near Eastern Treaties
Guido Pfeifer (Lehrstuhl für Antike Rechtsgeschichte, Europäische Privatrechtsgeschichte
und Zivilrecht, Johann Wolfgang Goethe University, Frankfurt am Main)
The paper focuses on the problems of a juridical classification and evaluation of Ancient
Near Eastern treaties with regard to the question if there existed an Ancient Near Eastern
International Law or not. Alternatively treaties and their content are looked at uncommitted
as mechanisms of conflict and dispute resolution. Main aspects are preliminary and
prophylactic conflict resolution in treaties and the procedural context and efficiency of
treaties.
Guido Pfeifer (pfeifer@jur.uni‐frankfurt.de) received his Dr. iur. in 2001 and habilitation in 2005
(Ludwig‐Maxmilians‐Universität München). Since 2007 he is a professor of law at the Goethe‐
University (Frankfurt am Main) and since 2008 a spokesman of the International Max Planck
Research School for Comparative Legal History. Currently he is a member of the steering committee
of the LOEWE‐research focus “Extrajudical and judical conflict resolution”.

The Ramesside Silver Treaty in a Sociolinguistic Perspective
Seraina Nett (Center for Canon and Identity Formation, Department of Cross‐Cultural and
Regional Studies, University of Copenhagen)
The Late Bronze Age witnesses the most diverse linguistic environment we can observe in
the textual evidence from the Ancient Near East. Next to Akkadian, used as lingua franca in a
vast region reaching from Cyprus to Iran and from Anatolia to Egypt, we can observe a
variety of other languages in the written record that are used in specific contexts. This paper
investigates the language of the Ramesside Silver treaty against the backdrop of the complex
sociolinguistic landscape of the Near East in the Late Bronze Age. After a general overview of
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the application of sociolinguistic methodology to ancient material and its limitations, the
various linguistic processes involved in international communication in the period in
question will be discussed in greater detail, with a special focus on the domains of language
use (the functional spheres for which any given language is used), and the linguistic
processes (such as accommodation and transfer) typically involved in lingua franca
communication. These concepts will then be applied to the use of Akkadian in the Ramesside
period in general. Questions that will be addressed include the relationship between spoken
and written language, the functional distribution between various languages in a given
context, and the linguistic characteristics and classification of Peripheral Akkadian in general.
Seraina Nett (snett@hum.ku.dk) holds a doctorate in Assyriology from the University of Copenhagen,
Denmark, and a master‘s degree in Ancient Near Eastern Studies and Historical‐Comparative
Linguistics from the University of Bern, Switzerland. She is currently a visiting lecturer at the
University of Copenhagen, attached to the Center for Canon and Identity Formation in the Earliest
Literate Societies.

Innovating Eternity: The Egyptian‐Hittite Treaty and the Crisis of the 13th Century BCE
Aaron Tugendhaft (Department of Assyriology and Hittitology, Ludwig Maximilian University
of Munich)
This paper will consider the Hittite‐Egyptian treaty as a reflection of a broader crisis in
Bronze Age political norms that arose in the 13th century BCE. The treaty reveals anxieties
on the part of the ruling elite of the two major imperial powers of the day and models one
particular response to the crumbling of traditional norms. Comparison with several other
documents from other sectors of Bronze Age society provides added perspective on the
treaty, in that they manifest alternative responses to the same breakdown of political
traditions that took place prior to the more commonly discussed collapse of the early 12th
century.
Aaron Tugendhaft (atugendhaft@gmail.com) completed his doctorate in Ancient Near Eastern
Studies at New York University in 2012. He is currently a lecturer in the Department of Assyriology
and Hittitology at the Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich and a recent recipient of the American
Oriental Society's Jonas C. Greenfield Prize for Younger Semitists.

From Kurustama to the Silver Tablet: the treaties between Hatti and Egypt
Elena Devecchi (Department of Assyriology and Hittitology, Ludwig Maximilian University of
Munich
Beside the so‐called "Kurustama Treaty" and the peace treaty between Hattusili III and
Ramses II, whose texts have reached us, the ancient sources inform us that Hatti and Egypt
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concluded other treaties, whose texts have not been discovered so far. The present paper
will discuss the historical context and the features of all these agreements in order to
present an overview of the diplomatic contacts entertained by the two kingdoms between
the 15th and the 13th century BC.
Elena Devecchi (elena.devecchi@yahoo.it) is a Post‐Doc Fellow of the Bayerische Gleich‐
stellungsförderung at the Ludwig‐Maximilians‐Universität, München. Her main area of interest is the
political and economic history of the Ancient Near East during the Late Bronze Age, with special
attention for the international relations of the Hittites on the one side and Kassite administration on
the other.

Tili‐Tešub and the Others: Identity and Functions of the Hittite Messengers in
Ḫattušili’s Correspondence with Egypt
Violetta Cordani (Institut für Altorientalistik, Freie Universität Berlin, TOPOI)
The correspondence between the Hittite and Egyptian courts on the occasion of the signing
of the “Silver Treaty” testifies to the existence of a sophisticated diplomatic system, in which
messengers played a key role. The paper focuses on identity and functions of the Hittite
messengers sent to Egypt, and discusses some technical aspects of their profession.
Furthermore, it deals with the probable existence of hierarchical levels that are not
necessarily made explicit through the use of different titles, but can be inferred from other
elements internal to the correspondence itself.
Violetta Cordani (violetta.cordani@topoi.org) received her PhD in Hittitology from Trieste University
(Italy) in 2010 and is currently postdoctoral fellow in the Excellence Cluster TOPOI at the Freie
Universität Berlin. Her research interests include problems of Hittite chronology and historiography,
as well as aspects of cultural contacts between Anatolia and Egypt in the Late Bronze Age. Within
TOPOI (Research Group A‐5 “Iron as Raw Material”) she investigates the role played by iron among
the Hittites, focusing on the development of the iron industry between 13th and 12th century B.C.

Lost in Translation. An Egyptological Perspective on the Egyptian‐Hittite Treaties
Jana Mynářová (Czech Institute of Egyptology, Faculty of Arts, Charles University in Prague)
The ‘Eternal’ Silver Treaty between Ramesse II and Hattusili III is a primary source for
understanding the political, economic, and legal relations between Egypt and the Hittite
kingdom during the 13th century BCE. However, as flows from the text of the treaty such a
legal tradition extends back at least to the 14th/15th century BCE with the so‐called
Kurustama treaty as one of the examples. It is the aim of this paper to reflect the situation
known to us from the Hittite sources in the context of the Egyptian preserved as well as non‐
preserved documents.
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Jana Mynářová (jana.mynarova@ff.cuni.cz) is a Scientific Researcher at the Czech Institute of
Egyptology, Faculty of Arts, Charles University in Prague where she currently directs a project entitled
“Centre or Periphery? – History and Culture of Syropalestine 3000–300 B.C.” She specialises above all
in the relationship between Egypt and the Near East in the Late Bronze Age, Peripheral Akkadian and
ancient diplomacy. Her publications include Language of Amarna – Language of Diplomacy:
Perspectives on the Amarna Letters (Prague 2007).
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